NEBRASKA INVASIVES NEWS NETWORK 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
April 2008 E-Newsletter 

Spring is here! 

Welcome to the April 2008 issue of the Nebraska Invasives News Network E-Newsletter! If you or someone you know has an upcoming event or a project you would like to share contact us today! We need your help to make sure the information on the website and e-newsletter is complete and accurate. For more up to date information, please visit the Nebraska Invasive Species Project Website at snr.unl.edu/invasives. 
Note: The website has a new look and a new home! Remember to change your bookmarks to http://snr.unl.edu/invasives. Check out features including a site wide search, an invasive species events calendar, and udpates on projects and resources. If you have suggestions on how we can make the site more effective for you, please let us know. 

Come visit us for the Earth Day celebration at Folsom Children's Zoo on April 26th! 

----------------------- 

IN THIS ISSUE 

· Invasives Spotlight: This will feature a new invasive species every month, including links to further information. 

· Common Reed (Phragmites australis)

· Project Spotlight: This will feature a new invasive species research project every month. 

· Forecasting Invasion and Distribution Potential of Non-Native Plant Species in Nebraska

· Invasives News: This will feature a variety of interesting stories, events, and projects going on in Nebraska, and more! 

· Platte River Project Meeting 

· Prairie Fire Newspaper Article 

· Feral Hog Removal 

· Invasive Species Control Summit 

· Carpbusters Online 

· Hermaphrodite Frogs Found In Suburban Ponds 

· Algae-Harboring Hydrilla Causing Bald Eagle Deaths In The Southeast 

· Nebraska Forest Service Initiative 

· Osborne Editorial
· Just For Fun: Check out fun features, like recipes and fun facts. 

· Upcoming Events: Check here for upcoming invasive species events.

----------------------- 

INVASIVES SPOTLIGHT 

Phragmites australis has greatly impacted river systems, choking water flow and increasing flood risk. More information on Phragmites can be found on the USDA Plants Database and on the Nebraska Weed Control Association website. This is a Nebraska Watch List species.http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/contactus.htm The Riparian Vegetation Management Task Force is underway to find out how to best manage riparian vegetation, such as Phragmites. Find out more about LB701 funds and the Task Force here. 

----------------------- 

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT 

Forecasting The Invasion And Distribution Potential Of Non-Native Plant Species In Nebraska 
Author: Justin Williams 
Abstract: Thousands of non-native plant species are established outside of cultivated areas in many countries. These species have the potential to become invasive, which poses both ecological and economic risks to ecosystems. Methods for anticipating the threat of potentially invasive species would allow managers to make informed decisions and take action to exclude or mitigate harmful species before they are established. The objective of my research is to determine the invasion and distribution potential of non-native plant species in Nebraska. My research will entail two main components. First, I will combine existing data from scientific collections, agency reports, literature review, and solicited expert opinion to rank the risk of potentially invasive species.  I will use the I-Rank risk assessment framework, a qualitative species assessment designed to rank invasion threat or impact of non-native species. Second, I will select a subset of species and predict their potential geographic range in Nebraska. I will use classification trees to model the species’ potential range using species’ occurrence data and environmental predictive variables. Together, these two research components will yield information about which species pose the greatest invasion risk and where in Nebraska they are likely to occur. 

------------------------- 

INVASIVES NEWS 

If you or someone you know has a story you would like to share, please email Annabel at amajor2@unl.edu. 

Platte River Project Meeting 

If you or someone you know is or will be conducting research on the Platte River this year, please contact Annabel as soon as possible at amajor2@unl.edu or 402-805-7400. A large scale research project will be taking place this year along the Platte River. In an effort to coordinate projects, and to make sure that research projects do not conflict, an organizational meeting will be held on May 13th in Kearney, NE starting at 9am. More details will follow. Again, please contact Annabel as soon as possible at amajor2@unl.edu or 402-805-7400. 

Prairie Fire Newspaper Article 

Interested in learning about the invasive species that are impacting Nebraska? Want to know about some future threats? Check out our article in the Prairie Fire Newspaper! 

Feral Hog Removal 

The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission targeted the largest group of feral hogs in Nebraska. The feral hogs were removed from Harlan County Reservoir in February to keep them from becoming a threat to domestic and wild animals, crops and wildlife habitat. To learn more, click here. 

Invasive Species Control Summit, May 6-8, 2008, Scottsbluff, NE 

This summit promises to provide a unique variety of speakers and topics to complete total invasive species control within highly impacted watersheds. Tours of watershed projects will also be offerred. If you have questions, please contact Mike Sarchet at 308-635-6700. Download the program here. 

Carpbusters Online 

Although there is not currently a major commercial market in the US, carp may provide an alternative for feeding piscivorous (fish-eating) species in zoos and aquariums. Feasibility is being investigated through collaborative efforts among personnel with the Saint Louis Zoo, the University of Missouri – Columbia, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, and the US Geological Survey. Development of an economic alternative food source from whole carp can help reduce our usage of marine fisheries resources, as well as clean local waterways, and provide an outlet for an otherwise unused byproduct – thus has multiple conservation benefits. Learn more here. 

Hermaphrodite Frogs Found In Suburban Ponds 

Previous studies have suggested a link between abnormalities and agriculture, including a link to atrazine. Read more about this study featured in the New York Times by clicking here. 

Algae-Harboring Hydrilla Causing Bald Eagle Deaths In The Southeast 

The aquatic invasive plant hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) not only is a costly nuisance impeding waterways and recreational lakes, it also may have deadly impacts on eagles and waterfowl. Its invasive nature earned it a spot on the Federal Noxious Weed list in 1979 and it is the topic of this Invasive Plant Spotlight from the Weed Science Society of America. 

Nebraska Forest Service Initiative 

The Nebraska Forest Service is leading a multi-state initiative to prepare for the emerald ash borer. See the full article here. 

Osborne Editorial 

Read an editorial by Dr. Tom Osborne here regarding weeds on the Platte River. 

------------------------ 

JUST FOR FUN 

· Check out the fantastic comedy of Tim Bedore. Tim is frequently featured on the Bob and Tom Radio Show. Click here for an entertaining perspective on the wildlife in your backyard. 

· Trying to find a way to put those pesky weed species to good use? Grab a glass and start reading! Here is a recipe for Autumn Olive Wine that you won't want to miss. Please remember, when in doubt, don't eat it!

-------------------------- 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 15-17, 2008 

National CWMA Conference 

Reno, NV 

April 26, 2008 

Smithsonian Botanical Symposium 

Washington, D.C. 

May 6-8, 2008 

Invasive Species Control Summit
Gering, NE 

May 13, 2008 

Platte River Project Meeting 

Kearney, NE 

contact: Annabel 402-805-7400 

May 12-16, 2008 

Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Conservation 

Merida, MX 

May 27-30, 2008 

Weeds Across Borders
Banff, Alberta, Canada 

--------------------- 

You have received this email because you were registered for the Nebraska Invasive Species Conference, or you were recommended because you particpate in invasive species research in the state of Nebraska. If you have received this message in error, please unsubscribe using the information below. If you have any questions, please contact the listserv manager by clicking here. 
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A complete "General User's Guide" for this Listserv is available from L-Soft International, Inc. via the web at: http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/userindex.html.

