Welcome to the inaugeral issue of the Nebraska Invasives News Network E-newsletter!! 
This monthly newsletter will include updates on events going on throughout the state and news in invasive species management and control. For more up to date information visit the Nebraska Invasive Species Project Website, at snr.unl.edu/invasives. 

-------------------------

WEBSITE: 

The website has a new look and a new home! Change your bookmarks to http://snr.unl.edu/invasives. Check out features including a site wide search, an invasive species events calendar, and udpates on projects and resources. If you have suggestions on how we can make the site more effective for you, please let us know. 

Do you have an upcoming event or a project you would like to share? We need your help to make sure the information on the site is as complete and accurate as possible. Contact us today so we can add your information to our website. 
---------------------

INVASIVE NEWS: 

NEBRASKA INVASIVE SPECIES CONFERENCE 

The Nebraska Invasive Species Conference was held in Lincoln on February 6-8, 2008. Proceedings from the conference can be found at snr.unl.edu/invasives/outreach.htm. Thank you to all who attended, despite the weather. The conference was a great success, providing information on current and future threats from agencies and organizations from across the state. 

Recommendations that came out of the conference included: 

· Development of a state-level council to coordinate work on invasive species, including developing legislation and policy proposals, informing stakeholders, and developing management plan. Must have consistent commitment and stable infrastructure. 

· Develop a state-level management plan, including management, prevention, and early detection plans, and providing consistent accurate knowledge of invasive species to the stakeholders. 

· Enable an online directory of information and existing partnerships, creating a network of stakeholders involved in invasive species, develop an invasive species information network, and a portal for invasive species information in Nebraska. (Nebraska Invasive Species Project website and Nebraska Invasives News Network already developed, snr.unl.edu/invasives.) 

· Develop a focus on education and public awareness. Enhance existing knowledge of invasive species, and increase presence in the media and educational programming. (Nebraska Invasive Species Project, snr.unl.edu/invasives/outreach.htm.) 

· Identify and address research needs in Nebraska.

In order to maintain the momentum produced at the conference, the Advisory Board of the Nebraska Invasive Species Project met in early March to discuss these recommendations and agreed to pursue the recommendations made by the stakeholders represented at the conference. More information is forthcoming. Check the website for details as they happen. 

Agencies represented at the Nebraska Invasive Species Project Advisory Board Meeting included: 

· USGS Nebraska Cooperative Fish & Wildlife Research Unit 

· University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) Center for Advanced Land Management Information Technologies (CALMIT) 

· The Nature Conservancy 

· Nebraska Department of Agriculture 

· Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 

· USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 

· USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

· National Park Service 

· Nebraska Weed Control Association
-----------------------

INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL SUMMIT, May 6-8, 2008 

This summit promises to provide a unique variety of speakers and topics to complete total invasive species control within highly impacted watersheds. Tours of watershed projects will also be offerred. If you have questions, please contact 308-635-6700. 

INVASIVE SPECIES COURSE ONLINE 

Southeastern Community College in Whiteville, North Carolina, is pleased to announce the launch of a new curriculum program - the Invasive Species Management Training Program, in early March, 2008. The new curriculum will be a new second year focus of the SCC Environmental Science Technology Program. The program, the first of its kind ever developed, is a unique college level program for training of invasive species management technicians. For more information click here. 

AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY 

The Introduced Fish Section of the American Fisheries Society is organizing a symposium for the American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting to be held in Ottawa in August 2008. 
--------------------
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